What did George Eliot know about Mary Ball?

Fact sheet

By Bob Muscutt

1841 Robert Evans moved with his daughter Mary Ann to Bird Grove, on the Foleshill Road. Mary Ann soon became close friends with the Brays. Charles Bray; wealthy owner of a ribbon factory, radical in his politics with a very active in his love life.

1846 Charles Bray bought the Coventry Herald for which Mary Ann subsequently wrote a number of articles.

20th May 1849. Thomas Ball dies at home in Back Lane

22nd May a post mortem is carried out on Thomas’ body and the original cause of death “inflammation of the stomach” is changed to arsenic poisoning. On the same day his wife, Mary Ball, is arrested and taken to Coventry gaol to await trial.

25th May: report on the post mortem case in Coventry Herald. 

28th of July at the Warwick Summer Assizes in the County Hall Coventry Mary is found guilt of murder. 

31st May Robert Evans died and was buried at Chilvers Coton Church on 6th June.

1st June report of Mary’s arrest in Coventry Herald 

12th June,   Mary Ann left England with the Brays, Charles and Cara, for a long tour of the Continent.

24th July Mary was tortured by the prison chaplain, Chapman. This became widely known in Coventry through a handbill giving details of the incident. There was even a typically satirical report of the incident in the London Punch magazine.

3rd August Brays arrive home from tour of Continent

5th August Mary’s so-called confession, also made public in the form of a handbill

9th August Mary hanged in public

20th August Mary Ann writes from Geneva to Mr and Mrs Charles Bray and Sara Hennell, Cara’s sister, complains of being starved of books to read and thanks her friends “for the trouble you have taken about my luggage.” In the next sentence she writes:”I shall be particularly glad of the newspaper (Coventry Herald.) 
28th August her boxes of luggage have still not arrived. She writes: “I am very much amused with the Coventry gossip – pray tell me as much of it as you can. … I have received no papers yet and I do not know whether any have been despatched. I assure you the four columns of the Coventry Herald would be as interesting to me as a love-letter.” 

