TOPPERS FISH RESTAURANT c. 1912 – 2013, Stratford Street, Nuneaton. The oldest continuous fish and chip business still trading in the same premises and still going strong.
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Sam (Topper) Brown and his staff.
“Toppers” is the oldest continuously trading traditional fish and chip restaurant and take away in Nuneaton. It was established before World War 1. We are not sure of the date but it was certainly in business by 1912 and that may be the year it was founded. The original proprietor was Joseph Whitehead, who appears to have been a baker and confectioner in 1911. It had been taken over by 1921 by William Payne who was a hardware dealer and brake, motor car and carriage proprietor next door. William’s father Charles Payne (1850-1896) originally started the hardware and brake business around the corner from Stratford Street at Nr. 5 Queen’s Street around 1880. By 1900 the family had moved into Stratford Street and carried on the same business there. The original fish and chip shop was next door to Payne’s property. The fish and chip business was then taken over in the 1930’s from William Payne by partners trading under the name “Jukes & Brown”. This ownership continued throughout the Second World War. 

Meanwhile by 1940 Charles Reuben Paxton (1889-1965) had opened a fish and chip shop at 65 Attleborough Road. His daughter Dorothy Paxton married Samuel (Topper) Brown. (1911-1984)  Another daughter, Madeleine, married Robert Carbutt, a well known Nuneaton chimney sweep.

Samuel Brown had been in military service in WW2 and this was where he acquired the nick-name “Topper”. Charles Paxton purchased the fish and chip business in Stratford Street in 1951 and leased it to Sam “Topper” Brown in the 1950’s until he sold the shop to him outright in 1966. 

Mr. Paxton was a benefactor to the building of the Hinckley Spiritualist Church.  “Topper” Brown married twice and his second wife Joyce continued to help him in the business until it was sold to the current owners about thirty years ago..

