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The Mallabones of the Jolly Colliers


Chilvers Coton


By Peter Lee











This photograph taken on 25th August 1915 records a happy war time family gathering of the Mallabones who were licensed victuallers at the “Jolly Colliers” pub in Chilvers Coton for over a century.





The participants are (back row) Ann Brooks, Liza Harris (Tom Mallabone’s sisters), Mary Mallabone nee Willn, Bill Mallabone, Hannah Mallabone nee Trim, Bill Bray, Sarah Bray nee Mallabone,


Florence Mallabone who married George Vernon Fairfield, Bill Mallabone’s wife?, Ann Hall niece of Thomas Mallabone.


Middle row: Bill Willn, Daisy Mallabone, married Walter Boon who died in WW1, and later married Harry Burchnall, Bill Skeets, Lilly Mallabone who married Bill Skeets, Thomas Mallabone, who kept the Jolly Colliers, who married Mary Ann King in 1873 (They had 15 children), A friend of Lilly Mallabone who was her bridesmaid.


Front row: Lucy Mallabone (her husband was a cousin to the Mallabones) with her baby, and Margaret Bray (daughter of Bill and Sarah Bray). Daisy Boon was the last Mallabone descendent licensee of the Jolly Colliers.   





There can be few families who are so well established in the area, with such a long and fascinating pedigree as the Mallabones. I believe the first of the local family arrived from Cheshire in the area in 1485 probably with Lord Stanley’s armies at the Battle of Bosworth. They were fortunate that the Stanley’s joined on the side of Henry VII who succeeded to the throne after Richard III was slaughtered in the battle. Finding himself on the winning side the progenitor Warwickshire Mallabone (maybe there was more than one?) explored the miry lanes of the Warwickshire/Leicestershire and probably ended up in a cottage in the Nuneaton area, where he settled and had children and their descendents are still happily with us even today, very proud of their roots. The story of the Mallabones goes much further back, however, to the Malbons of Cheshire. The name seems to have been transmuted over the years the further it moved away from their home county. They can be traced back to shortly after the Norman Conquest, when a Norman adventurer, William Malbedeng acquired land holdings in Cheshire around the town of Nantwich. He was not at the battle of 1066 but arrived in a force of soldiers designed to reinforce the conquest in 1069. He was rewarded for his services on behalf of the Conqueror when he was made the first Baron of Wich Malbank – or Nantwich – as we know it today. I assume that his surname can be traced further back in Normandy in a village called Malbedeng, but, as often happens his name was applied to his holdings, and then Anglicised over the years to give to the village where he settled which became Nantwich, and Malbedeng, Malbon.


Although the baronetcy died out, a senior branch of the family continued to live in a continuous line at Bradeley Hall, Haslington.until 1726.





Meanwhile other Malbons spread out into Staffordshire, and with an altered name again, Mallabone into Warwickshire where they flourish today.   


Many thanks to the late Charles Mallabone of Attleborough who provided this lovely picture.  
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