The Fenn Family

by Sue Bates
Albert Fenn. (Granddad)

Place of Birth. Wilnecote Tamworth Staffs’

Born 17th August 1880. Died 31st January 1961.  Place of Death. Bermuda Village Field. Cremated February 1961 at Nuneaton.

Married Annie Elizabeth Wheatcroft aged 18yrs At Coton Parish Church August 1901.

Annie died 14th April 1970 in nursing home in Alcester Warwickshire .Cremated NUNEATON 22nd April 1970.

CHILDREN OF ALBERT & ANNIE FENN.

Sidney Wright Fenn. Born 3rd January 1902 in the Parish of Coton, Nuneaton.

Died Burton on Trent 24th December 1965.

Sidney suffered a stroke at the age of 21yrs which left some disability.

Married? Margaret from Burton on Trent.

Children Dennis, Irene, Gordon, Ian.

Gordon was born 1944 and married kay Watson born 1947 Houghton-le- Spring Sunderland.

Thomas Albert Leslie Fenn Known as Les. Born 27th June 1904. Died 8th July 1987.

Married Kathleen Trigg at Coton parish Church 1934.

Occupation.  Painter and Decorator. Miner.

Children.  Anne born 27th December 1935. Susan born 4th April 1948.

Olive Florence Fenn. Born 17th December 1906.

Married 1928 Joseph Bentley*, 

Children. Kathleen born January 1930, Joseph Albert*known as Joey born c 1932.Died C1941. Lesley c1945.

At the age of ?18/ 20yrs  Olive gave birth to a son called Laurence known as Laurie, Laurie was born 3rd October 1926 and was brought up by Annie and Albert.

Laurie’s father was Jack Arnold from Tamworth whose father owned and ran a Bus Company.

*Joseph Albert was tragically drowned during school holidays in the quarry at Gypsy Lane Nuneaton at the age of nine years. Denis Wiltshire drowned along with Joey they both lived at old Hill Top.

*Joseph Bentley snr Collapsed and fell off his bicycle coming home from his place of work Alfred Herbert’s Coventry. He died a few days later in hospital, during the 2nd world war. Cause of death Brain hemorrhage.

A few years later Olive married Brook Hines, a neighbour from over the road at old Hill Top, they moved to 48 Bradestone Road Caldwell, Nuneaton.

Brook was a miner and had a daughter named Irene.

Harold John Fenn known as Jack born 14th April 1908 Chilvers Coton Died 10thMay 1995.Old peoples home Bedworth.

Married Edith May Steptoe from 76, Wood Street Collycroft.

Children John born c1935 Harold born c1942 Diane born c1951

Jack worked entire life in coalmine, latter part as a deputy.

Colin Bert Fenn born 3rd February 1910 in Stewart Street or Coton Road. Died 12th October 1989.at 468 Tuttle Hill Nuneaton

Married Marjorie Clarke

Lived at 68 Greenmoor Road, later Tuttle Hill.

Children. Lyndon, Jane, Hazel, Isobel.

Colin Became a police constable in the mid thirties and was stationed at Rugby. He was asked to leave the force after using his ID card to get into places of entertainment for free this last bit of information was told to me many years ago by my dad.

Emily Kathleen Fenn known as Kath* Born 4th October 1910 Died mid 1990’s Cause of death Brain hemorrhage

Married Thomas Arkinstall from Duke Street Nuneaton. 

Children. Veronica.

*Kath and Tom lodged with Colin (brother) in Greenmoor Road after their home in Croft Road was hit by an incendiary bomb during the 2nd WW.

They later moved to Norman Avenue where they lived until their deaths.

George Mowbray Fenn* Born 17th December 1914. Died 1984. Cause of Death Bowel Cancer.

Married Mabel Lunn of 26 Fife Street.

Children Anthony Born 1938

Married Nancy Smith Born 1919 Died 1981

Children. Dennis born 1953 Janis born 1955 Harold born 1957 Julie born 1960

*George was the first to be born at 96, Bermuda Village. He joined the Territorial’s in the late thirties. He was a prisoner of war and was in Changi prison camp Singapore for four years. He was on his way to Burma when their ship was bombed ,after being picked up by the Japanese that ship was also bombed because the Japs were not flying the flag to let the allies know that there were prisoners on board. George and the others were floating in the Pacific Ocean for three days before they were picked up by a Japanese man of war and taken to Singapore. When the Americans found them at the end of the war they were so institutionalized by the Japs that they started begging the Americans to put their guns down so as not to upset the Japs otherwise they would be tortured.

George survived the prisoner of war camp and after travelling around the world to build up he was met at Trent Valley railway station Nuneaton by the police and escorted to 96 Bermuda Village.

After months of paid leave he rejoined his regiment at Devises Wiltshire. Two weeks later he was in hospital following a collision with an army lorry sustaining leg injuries whilst delivering invitations to local nurses at the hospital he ended up in. Six months passed in Warwick Hospital and the surgeons decided to stiffen his leg.

Whilst he was a prisoner of war on two occasions he was presumed dead, which lead to his wife starting a new life in Leicester and marrying again, she became Mrs. Mabel Osbourne, she also had their son Anthony surname changed to Osborne.

Nora Louvaine Fenn* born 28th February 1916 Died 20 February 2001. Cause of death Heart Attack.

Married Bill Neale from Ansley Village.

Children Son? George who emigrated to Australia, Billy born 1952 Jane born 1954.Peter, Hazel

*Nora was born 96 Bermuda Village. She suffered as a child from St Vitis dance (medical term Sydenham Chorea) which meant that her education was penalized.  On leaving school Nora worked at Courtaulds Factory and during WW2 worked nights on munitions. Nora gave birth to a 7lb 10oz girl in 1943 which was a great shock to her parents and other family members as none of them knew she was pregnant. The baby was adopted very quickly after the birth by someone named Hill. Nora’s illegitimate daughter contacted her in 1981 and they met up. She had seven children herself.

Evelyn Rose Fenn* known as Peg born 1st September died 24th July 1998.

Married George Henry Mann known as Tom from 287 Edward Street Nuneaton

Children Jean born 1940 Alan, Wendy, Geoff, Arnold

*Evelyn moved to Northampton after her marriage. Tom was a fireman on the Railway.

Dennis Charles Fenn  born 23rd October 1920 died 26th June 1940. Killed in action? Battle of Dunkirk buried Ypres, Belgium. Territorial Soldier Number 5112237 1st 7th Royal Warwick’s Regiment.

Alan Fenn*. Born 17th June 1922 Died? 2005 cause of death Throat cancer place of Death Blackpool.

Married Brenda Ross divorced.  2nd Marriage Margaret surname not known

*Alan Painter and decorator before joining the RAF to do his three years National Service, later he became a professional singer and entertainer.

Alan lived with his first wife Brenda in Chiswick London; Brenda was also involved in the Entertainment industry. Alan later lived in Blackpool with his second wife Margaret.

Antony Stephen Fenn* known as Tony Born 26th February 1926 Died 2006 George Eliot hospital.

Married Peggy Tombs from Longford Coventry

Children Stephanie born 1952 Toni born 1961

*Tony born at 96 Bermuda Village left Swinnerton Senior School 1940. Started work at Courtaulds factory on 1st April 1940 left in November the same year. Started as a coalminer January 1941. Worked at Griff Clara, Griff number4 and later Keresley colliery and ended his coalmining days at Newdigate Colliery Bedworth in April 1963.

Started as a self employed window cleaner 1968 until his retirement.

Laurence Geoffrey Fenn* known as Laurie born 3rd October 1926 Died 2003 

Married Kathleen Sweet.

Children Two sons’ one daughter.

*Laurie was born 96 Bermuda Village illegitimate son of Olive Fenn. Laurie was reared and brought up by his grandparents Annie and Albert Fenn along with their twelve other children. Laurie suffered a CVA (Stroke) in 2001.

The majority of this information was given to me by Uncle Tony.

