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A Coton Photographer


By Peter Lee
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Thomas Courtenay Neath (1864-1925), a Chilvers Coton Photographer





Thomas Courtenay Neath was born in Dudley in 1864. The Neath family originated from the village of Haddon in Huntingdonshire a hundred years previously. Thomas’s father, Thomas Neath had, in fact, been born in Nuneaton in 1833 so he must have kept contact with family in the area whilst living in Dudley, leading to both his son Thomas Courtenay, and his younger brother Charles Edward (1868-1950) coming back to the Nuneaton area where they married into a Chilvers Coton family called Knott. Thomas married Mary Elizabeth Knott in 1887, and Charles married her sister Harriet in 1892. Both Thomas and Charles had a lot to do with Chilvers Coton church. They were churchwardens. Thomas was a solicitor’s clerk, whereas Charles worked for the old established silk ribbon and regalia firm of Slingsby and Sons for 48 years. In fact when Charles died in 1950 he was still winding up Slingsby’s affairs, ten years after that company had gone out of business.





Thomas Courtenay Neath was also a very good photographer and some of his views of the Chilvers Coton area have survived in an album of photographs dated around 1909.





I guess both photos above were taken a few years earlier than that date.





Photo 1 shows Chilvers Coton church on a very bleak winter’s day at the turn of the century. This shows the old church. It was bombed in 1941 and much altered when rebuilt in 1947





Photo 2 “The Mill on the Floss” Arbury Mill in the grounds of the Arbury Estate. 





Chilvers Coton Church 
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